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Forrest Primary School  

Newsletter Week 8 Term 4 2020 

Mission Statement 

Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, 
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment. 

We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong 
learners and can make the world a better place. 

Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives, 
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school. 
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Dear Forrest Community, 

Time Capsule 
Yesterday we opened a time capsule that has remained buried since 1992! It was brought 
to our attention by two of our wonderful students Veronica H and Abigail L.   
During the unearthing we were fortunate to have present Jim Laity and his family who  
assisted in organising the time capsule in 1992. Jim planted the micro forest in the  
middle of the school oval which at the time boasted over 200 trees and shrubs. A huge 
thankyou to Jeremy from “Dr Drains” for unearthing our Time Capsule. 
 
An article was featured in today’s edition of the Canberra Times: 
 
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7040272/forrest-primary-school-digs-up-time-capsule-from-
1992-and-finds-billy-ray-cyrus/ 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 
• Culture Club end of year  

celebration Monday  
7 December at 2.15pm 

• Yr 1 Zoo Excursion  
Wednesday 9 December 

• Obstacool—Thursday  
10 December  

• Year 5 Excursion  
Friday 11 December  

• Year 6 Graduation  
15 December 

• Year 6 B Firm Excursion  
16 December 

• Year 6 Dinner Dance  
17 December 

 

JUST A REMINDER! 

When your child is  
absent from school, please in-
form the front office via email:  
forrestps@ed.act.edu.au  
 
If your child is late to school 
(even by five minutes), they 
need to come to the front office 
for a late arrival pass. 
 
If you need to collect your child 
early from school, please inform 
the front office where possible.  
 
When paying cash please send  
the exact money as we do not 
hold change in the front office. 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7040272/forrest-primary-school-digs-up-time-capsule-from-1992-and-finds-billy-ray-cyrus/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7040272/forrest-primary-school-digs-up-time-capsule-from-1992-and-finds-billy-ray-cyrus/
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Also present were Michael Rosenberg and Penny Metcalf, former teachers at Forrest Primary School who have 
fond memories of the day the time capsule was buried. The time capsule contained a variety of mementos, in-
cluding packages from individual classes, but the favourite item is a sound tape with songs like “Baby Get Back” 
and “Achy Breaky Heart”. To view the contents of the time capsule please email – ForrestPS@ed.act.edu.au to 
book a tour time or alternatively please visit our Facebook page to see the time capsule being unearthed and to 
view its contents.  

We have discovered a time capsule which was buried in 
1992 and is meant to be opened in 2020. There will be 
tours of the school and displays of the contents in the  

library. Tours will be held in Week 9 - 10. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents, if you attended the school in 1992, you are wel-
come to the first tour. To make a booking please email the 

front office – Forrestps@ed.act.edu.au 

 
By Veronica H (3B) & 

Abigail L (4W) 

(Official Tour Guides) 

Ms Pilgrim, Veronica 
And Abigail were  

featured on radio Hit 
104.7 this morning! 

DON’T FORGET TO ORDER YOUR 
BOOK PACKS FOR 2021 

Order forms can be found on our 
website or can be picked up from 
the front office. 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please ensure you check the lost 
property located at the front of 
the school before the end of term.   
All unlabelled items will be taken 
to charity at the end of the year. 

CANTEEN 

Please be aware that the canteen 
will be closed in Week 10.  The 
last day for lunch orders is  
Friday 11 December 
Thank you 

P&C News 
In an effort to facilitate communications with FPS families, the P&C has created a Facebook page with the aim of 
providing families with regular updates regarding P&C news! To follow, visit our page and click the ‘Like’ 
button!  www.facebook.com/ForrestPrimaryPandC  

mailto:Forrestps@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/ForrestPrimaryPandC
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Shivoo 2020 
Last night, we proudly sent home our on-line Shivoo dance video. Parents can access each year level’s video via 
Seesaw. Shivoo is an opportunity for us to showcase the Arts at Forrest, 
sharing one of the dances we have learned throughout the year.  

2021 Meet and Greet 
On Tuesday 15 December we will be hosting our 2021 Meet and Greet. 
Students will have the opportunity to meet their 2021 teacher and  
classmates. During this meeting students will also visit their new  
classroom and see where the cohort will line up.  

Please note that all friendship and parent requests have been taken into consideration when 
assigning classes and changes are unlikely, due to the complex nature of the class  
arrangements.  

 
A Special ICAS Award 
On Friday James from 3K was presented with a special ICAS award for achieving outstanding 
results in Spelling. He was recognised as one of the top award winners in Australia.  
Congratulations James on your outstanding achievement.  

 
Preschool Orientation 
Last week, we welcomed the 2021 Preschool families to Deakin. The team hosted two  
afternoon sessions, where families were able to meet the educators and familiarise  
themselves with the classroom, playground and one another. The children also enjoyed a 
shared story. We look forward to welcoming the new Magpies and Kookaburras in 2021. 

 
Kindergarten Orientation 
Over the last two weeks our 2021 Kindergarten students have had the opportunity to visit ‘big school’ and to gain 
a sense of what being in Kindergarten will be like. During the visits students had an opportunity to immerse 
themselves in play-based learning opportunities, develop new friendships and get to know the 2020 Kindergarten 
teachers. We can’t wait to welcome our new Kinders in 2021. 

 
Day Disco!  
To raise funds for the Year 6 gift, our Year 5 students will be hosting a day disco 
on Monday 14th December. Students are welcome to wear mufti clothes. The  
disco will be held during the school day in the senior hall with entry via gold 
coin donation.  A ‘sideshow alley’ will be provided outside the hall, which will 
also be entered via a gold coin donation. Small snacks will also be for sale.  
Various year levels will participate in the disco at different times, with the Year 
5’s providing music and dances for each year level. Students are encouraged to 
bring gold coins instead of notes where possible.  

 
Obstacool 
Just a reminder that Obstacool is on next Thursday 10 December. As this is an 
optional activity, payment will be required to cover the costs (if you require 
financial assistance please contact Nicole.Richardson@ed.act.edu.au). 
Sponsorship forms and funds raised, need to be returned by Monday 7  
December so that we can determine which class will receive the extra 30 
minutes and which student has won the Nerf Warz Party at Weston Indoor 
Sports for themselves and 14 friends. 

 
Thank you  
Nicole Richardson, on behalf of the Executive Team 
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YEAR 6 EXHIBITION 
 

Each year the Year 6’s undertake a long term project, known as PYP ‘Exhibition’. It is a culmination of their time 
at Forrest Primary school, giving students an opportunity to apply their academic, social and creative skills to a 
topic that is of interest to them. Working in groups they research and present findings, showing their learning in 
different ways, developing their thinking about current issues and developing themselves as global citizens.  

The students first looked at the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and identified which goal 
interested them the most. The teacher then led them through a process in which they applied conceptual  
thinking to the topic, developing questions and lines of inquiry to research. Each student researched a different 
line of inquiry, however, they shared their knowledge with others who were also working on the same SDG. 

Students completed various tasks including:  

• An essay 
• A creative response such as creative writing or an infographic  
• An artwork 
• A group website  
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YEAR 6 EXHIBITION 
 

One of the key tasks is the creation of a provocation for visitors to the exhibition. The provocation is an experience 
that helps others understand and connect emotionally with an issue. Examples included fishing plastic from the 
‘ocean’, encouraging students to join a protest against inequality, comparing the school lunches of the well off and 
those living in poverty, and a birthday party of the future in which the ingredients of a cake and paper products 
are unavailable due to the impacts of a warming climate.  

The Year 6’s also created a dance which they choreographed themselves. The dance displayed the talents of the 
students against a backdrop of stirring and topical music.  

A major element of the exhibition is the taking of action. Many students have been inspired by their learning to 
change their habits and those of their family. Other examples have included raising money for various causes 
attached to areas of study.  

Parents will be able to access their children’s exhibition work soon via websites that students have designed  
themselves. A video of the dance will also be sent soon.  

We are so proud of our Year 6’s and admire the way they engaged with current issues to show their critical  
thinking, creativity and empathy. We know they will continue to engage with current affairs as they grow into 
young adults, making an impact on the world around them.  

Kylie Dorsett  
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BIG ACTION WEEK 
 

Last week saw the culmination of hours of work from some of our Action Club students. We’d like to thank their families for 

their support, the school community for your wonderful participation and the front office staff who are involved in counting up 

your donations. We had a fantastic week and are delighted with the contribution that we’ve made to these great causes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BCNA - On Monday, Ava and Emerald (Year 5) were delighted to see so many people dressed in pink to support Breast Cancer 

Network Australia (BCNA). Congratulations to the raffle winners. We raised $380.60. You may notice that both Ava and Emer-

ald are ‘seasoned’ members of Action Club, having taken part in various forms of action over recent years. Thank you, girls, for 

all your efforts.  

 

. 

Big Action Week was led by 

Corella, Lachlan, Ava, Emerald, 

Dhrishika, Lucy, Bella, Grace, 

Layla, Frida, Lili and Elenna. 
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BIG ACTION WEEK 
 

Adopt a Koala - The hall was packed with koala fans on Tuesday as students enjoyed a free viewing of Blinky Bill. Frida and 

Layla (Year 3) ran a raffle all week and raised $426.25. We will be able to ‘Adopt a Koala’ through WWF. They will put the 

money to good use, taking care of injured animals and supporting koala habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gouldian Finch - Wednesday saw everyone dress in a wide variety of bright colours, reminiscent of the beautiful 

Gouldian Finch. Rainbow Day was the resulting action by Corella, Lachlan (Year 4) and Grace (Year 3) who were 

concerned by the existential threats to the bird. The team rewarded everyone’s participation by selecting some 

‘best dressed’ winners from across the school. $276.15 was raised for the Australian Wildlife Conservancy  

Christmas Appeal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mogo Zoo - Last term Bella, Dhrishika and Lucy (Year 6) were concerned about the way Mogo Zoo had been affected by this 

year’s bushfires and coronavirus. They set about organising an interview with Zookeeper Chad to find out more and ask how 

we can support one of their favourite places to visit. Last week, the girls presented their ‘News Report’ video to the students, 

a fun adaptation of their interview. Students across the school dressed up as an animal or brought in a cuddly toy. This was 

not a fundraiser as the girls wanted to focus on informing our school community and to encourage you to visit next time you 

head to the coast. 
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BIG ACTION WEEK 
 

3B had 100% participation in bringing in their cuddly toys!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiger Quoll - Mufti Day was as popular as ever on Friday as students supported Elenna and Lili (Year 3) in raising 

awareness and funds to help the conservation of Quolls. The girls were particularly impressed by our cleverly 

dressed ‘spotty’  

participants (such as their friends pictured below). The money raised, totalling $308.05, will help the school 

‘adopt’ a Quoll through the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland who will use our contribution by  

supporting habitat, running  

community awareness programs on quolls, identifying and addressing threats to them, and carrying out  

on-ground survey work. 

 

 

(Right-Left: Elenna, Lili, and friends Frida and Layla) 

 

 

 

 

Warren Brompton & Belinda Kowalski 
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LIBRARY NEWS & TALENT SHOW 
 

THE SMITH FAMILY CHRISTMAS  
GIVING TREE APPEAL 

The annual Smith Family Christmas Giving Tree Appeal 
will run for three weeks from  Monday  
16 November (Week 6) to Friday 4 December (Week 
8).  We are seeking donations of  
unwrapped presents for the 6-12 year old age group, 
e.g. books, toys, vouchers, games and stationery. 

Donations of non perishable food and toiletries for the 
St John’s Care Appeal will be collected at the same 
time until 14 December. 

All donations can be left at the Christmas Tree in the 
school foyer. 

Thank you for your generosity to help families in need. 
Action Club 

This week the library will send home overdue book  
notices. For stocktaking and repair purposes we would be 
grateful to have all student and parent book loans  
returned by Monday 7 December. Staff will have access to 
library books until the end of term for classroom use.   

Don’t forget to check out ACT Libraries website for their popular holiday programmes! www.library.act.gov.au  

Culture Club 

Culture Club end of year celebration Monday 7 December 2.15—3.15pm in the Indigenous Garden for Culture 
Club parents, carers and students 

Talent Show  

Good afternoon parents, carers and wider community,  

Many have been eagerly awaiting the release of the new and improved Forrest Talent Show 2020. Rest assured 
that the wait is almost over! The Talent Show team has been working hard over term 4 to create a fun and  
exciting experience to present the amazing talent that our school has to offer.  

In Week 10, Forrest Primary will have a designated viewing session for the entire school to watch and celebrate 
the 2020 Talent Show. The link will be available to families via the week 10 newsletter for you to enjoy at home.  
We appreciate the patients of our community whilst we worked to restructure the Talent Show. Whilst it has 
been a challenging year for all, we were dedicated to find a way to celebrate and exhibit the Arts and passion our 
school has to offer. 

 
Thank you to all the students who participated and to all those who auditioned. We were inspired by your  
enthusiasm. We hope you enjoy it as much as we enjoyed creating it. 
 
Kind regards, 
Briana Cobden and Charles Fairfield-Smith 
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NETBALL GALA DAY 
 

On Tuesday 1 December, girls from across years five and six participated in a Netball Gala at Lyneham Netball 

Courts. Forrest had two teams competing in 6 games. Whilst the temperature was high, the girls spirits were 

higher! Everyone had a fantastic time and played incredibly well. 

Tara Durnin 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

Want to do something different for your birthday?   
Have a Nerfday Party.  We offer fantastic sports parties and have 
now introduced exciting “Nerf Warz and Sports” parties.  Both Nerf 
Warz and sports are a supervised fun 
and safe option, and we provide all of 
the equipment needed. 

 

Valued at $360 for up to 14 kids with 
a Games Coordinator 

 

 

This 1 hour 50 minutes Nerf Warz & Sport package at Weston Indoor 
Sports includes: 

• 2 x 25 minutes of sports games looked after by a games  
coordinator 

• 30 minutes of Nerf Warz supervised by our staff 

• 2 hours of dedicated party area for food, cake and drink 

• The best battlefield for Nerf Warz in the region 

• Safety glasses for all participants 

• 7yrs and under may require adult help 

 

We have everything you need to host a great party. All equipment, courts, tables, and amenities are 
here.  Just bring your own food and drink. 

 

Additional Children above the first 14 are $15 each.  

 

Other party options details are available on our website at https://westonis.com.au/birthday-parties/. 

https://westonis.com.au/birthday-parties/
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

2020 CHRISTMAS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS TENNIS CLINIC 

 

Red Hill Tennis Club, Astrolabe Street, Red Hill 

21-24 December, Monday to Friday 8am—1pm HALF DAY, 8am—6pm FULL DAY 

 

• 100% refund after Monday if not continuing 

• FULL DAY, less than $6/hr 

• HUGE FAMILY DISCOUNTS 

• SANTA CLAUS VISITING AND HANDING OUT PRESENTS (Thursday morning) 

 

Kindergarten kids to 17 year old’s—all standards—full stroke development—1st Timers / beginners will be  

serving over-arm by end of Clinic! Well trained and well credentialled coaching team—Trophy Singles tourna-

ment Thursday afternoon—Doubles training and tournaments—McDonald’s lunch Thursday for full day pu-

pils—Free racquet hire—Great range of lunchtime activities—Games, heaps of fun, prizes galore! 

Enrolment forms at school reception or please phone professionally qualified Level 2 tennis coach,  

Matt McDonald on 0412 565 137 
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FUNDRAISING 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Forrest Primary School  

& Deakin Preschool 

Catherine White 

0409 070 009 

cathian77@hotmail.com 

The COVID-19 restrictions have unfortunately impacted on our fundraising efforts 

but you can still make a difference from a distance by purchasing  

a digital Entertainment Membership!  

And what better time to do it than now, as current memberships are expiring and 

there are so many amazing benefits on offer for you and your family to enjoy!  

The Memberships are also a great way to support our local dining establishments 

who have been struggling to keep their doors open. 

Visit https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/25z707  

mailto:cathian77@hotmail.com
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/25z707
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Front Office:   6142 1470 

 

Enrolments:    6142 1476 

 

Deakin Preschool:   6142 2853  

 

Email address:    forrestps@ed.act.edu.au                   

 

Website:     www.forrestps.act.edu.au 

 

Principal:        Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au   

 

Deputy Principals:   Hayley Munsie, hayley.munsie@ed.act.edu.au  

     Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au                               

 

Business Manager:  Ann Hayres, ann.hayres@ed.act.edu.au 

Assistant Business Manager: Lana Smith, lana.smith@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Board Chair:    Simone Alabaster, simmic@tpg.com.au 

 

P&C President:   Jarrod Fitzgerald, president@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

P&C Website:   www.forrestpandc.com.au  

 

Forrest Out Of   6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au   

School Hours Care:  

 

Uniform Shop:   uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au 

CONTACTS 
 

http://www.forrestps.act.edu.au
file://///evsstfg.actedu.net.au/staff/stfG/FORP/Admin/Admin%202017/Newsletter/Term%202/christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au
file://///evsstfg.actedu.net.au/staff/stfG/FORP/Admin/Admin%202017/Newsletter/Term%202/hayley.singh@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:president@forrestpandc.com.au
http://www.forrestpandc.com.au

