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Mission Statement 

Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, 
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment. 

We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong 
learners and can make the world a better place. 

Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives, 
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school. 
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EXECUTIVE ADDRESS 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members,  

 

Mathematics 

At Forrest Primary School, we believe that learning mathematics creates opportunities for 

and enriches the lives of all Australians. We provide students with the essential mathe-

matical skills and knowledge in number and algebra, measurement and geometry, and sta-

tistics and probability. We believe that students need to be exposed to a breadth of mathe-

matical actions from the proficiency strands of understanding, fluency, problem-solving 

and reasoning.  

 

We establish a positive culture for learning mathematics by providing a balanced pro-

gramme that aligns with the Australian Curriculum and exposes students to meaningful 

and authentic contexts for problem-solving. We promote a spirit of inquiry in our class-

rooms by providing students with purposeful mathematical challenges which allow them to 

make discoveries about and connections with their learning. This is teamed with explicit 

instruction, mental computation, consolidation games and material to support student 

learning and understanding of numeracy. We believe that students get better with practice 

and that they need plenty of opportunities to practise mathematics. This involves more 

than rote learning or repetition of facts, as students need to learn a repertoire of strategies 

and choose among them. We support student growth by providing scaffolded questions 

that support higher order thinking skills in students who require an extra challenge, and by 

providing constructive and timely feedback based on classroom observations and formal 

assessment tasks.  

 

Teachers plan learning experiences to support students to make sense of new ideas. Stu-

dents are exposed to mathematical vocabulary and the meaning of different words and 

how they are used to ask questions.  We believe that learning involves taking risks and 

DATES TO REMEMBER! 

 

Year 5 & 6 ‘Science 

Showoffs’ Performance  

Thursday 19 August 

 

PBL Mascot Designs due 

Friday 20 August 

 

Book Week 

23—27 August 

 

Book Week Dress Up Day 

& Assembly 

Friday 27 August 

 

Kindergarten Excursion to 

‘Pete the Sheep’  

Friday 3 September 
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making errors. Teachers make use of these teachable moments and provide feedback to challenge students to ad-

just their conceptions before trying again.  

 

For all students to become effective learners of mathematics they must be fully and actively engaged. Students will 

want, and be able, to take on the challenge, persistent effort and risks involved. Equal opportunities to learn math-

ematics means teachers will:  

• Provide an environment for learning that is equally supportive of all students; 

• Offer each student appropriate mathematical challenges; 

• Foster in all students processes that enhance learning.  

 

Cyber E-Safety Parent Workshop  

Many families from Years 5 and 6 attended a Cyber E-Safety Parent 

Workshop on Tuesday 3 August. The workshop, held in the Paul Henryon 

Building, focused on reducing conflict within families around media and 

technology use. Run by researchers from the University of Canberra, in 

partnership with Community Services #1 and Capital Region Community 

Services, the workshop helped families maximise the benefits of digital 

media technologies while minimising the risks. Parents, carers and chil-

dren discussed and answered important questions such as: 

• Is device and technology use a source of conflict in your household? 

• Are you concerned about your children’s use of technology, but struggle to manage it? 

Thank you to all the families who attended, and we hope the workshop helped you to navigate and manage media 

and technology use at home.  

 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

Something exciting is happening at Forrest! To support us with demonstrating positive behaviour at our school, we 

are holding a design competition for a PBL mascot that represents Forrest Primary School. You can enter the com-

petition for our PBL mascot on your own, or with your family. We are looking for a mascot that represents Forrest 

Primary School’s culture and values. When designing your PBL mascot, think about how and why it represents For-

rest Primary School and/or the local area, and provide an explanation on your entry form. You may like to base 

your mascot on the Learner Profile, the Character Strengths, or the Forrest Primary School Values on page 4. We 

are looking forward to seeing the creative talent within our school and making 

the very difficult decision of which design will become our PBL mascot! Please 

see pages 9-10 for the design 

form. Designs are due by Friday 

20 August (Week 6). Please sub-

mit designs to your class teacher.  
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Year 6 Combined Band 

On Friday 30 July, the Year 6 IMP (Instrumental Music Program) Band met with Telopea Park Primary School band 

students to practise and perform together as a complete concert band. Mrs Kowalski was so proud of all the stu-

dents as they showcased their skills in front of an appreciative audience. The students played ‘Rolling in the Deep’, 

‘Rainbow Connection’, and an all-time favourite, ‘Ghostbusters’. Congratulations students, you have certainly im-

proved this year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT PYP Network Keynote Speech 

Last week, Forrest teachers participated in an online PYP Network Keynote Speech. The presenter, Trevor Mac-

Kenzie, an award winning English teacher, Instructional Coach (focusing on inquiry and technology), and graduate 

student from Victoria, BC, Canada, believes that it is a magical time to be an educator. Trevor spoke to teachers 

from many PYP schools in the ACT about increasing student agency over learning, weaving in strong pedagogy, 

transformative tech use, and sharing learning to a public audience. Trevor believes learners in PYP schools are 

ready to take on important roles in the 21st century. 
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School Satisfaction and Climate Survey 2021 

The annual School Satisfaction and Climate Survey will open on Friday 13 August. This survey gives all families, 

students (Years 4—6) and staff an opportunity to provide us with feedback. This feedback is used to help improve 

our school. The survey will be emailed to you (from EDU Surveys and Evaluation) and will usually take five to ten 

minutes. Paper copies of the survey in other languages are available from the front office. If you have recently 

changed your email address, please let us know so we can update our system and ensure you receive the survey 

link. If you have any questions please contact Candice Kingston at candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au  

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Jemma O’Brien 

on behalf of the Executive Team 

mailto:Candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au
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LIBRARY 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

As we are sadly unable to host the Book Fair this week due to 

COVID travel restrictions around Sydney, a Scholastic Book Club 

brochure will be sent home in the coming weeks.  

 

CHIEF MINISTER’S READING CHALLENGE 

Students in Preschool—Year 3 have been reading up a storm, 

completing the Reading Challenge in class and library time.  

Students in Years 4—6 complete an individual reading log  

which is due in to the library by Friday 13 August. 

 

BOOK WEEK 

Book Week is coming up in Week 7! Book Week is the longest running children’s festival in Australia. This year’s 

theme is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’.  At Forrest Primary School, we’ll celebrate the 2021 Children’s 

Book Council of Australia’s shortlisted books with class activities; storyteller and author visits; stories read aloud by 

special guests, and staff sharing their favourite children’s books with their children. We hope you will do the same 

at home! 

 

The ‘dress up as your favourite book character’ day is on Friday 27 August. We will hold our Book Week parade for 

students in Kindergarten—Year 6 outside on the asphalt at 9:15am. Parents, carers and family members are most 

welcome to join us for the parade! This will be followed by our Book Week play in the senior hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy reading! 

 

Louise McMullen 

Teacher Librarian 
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SPECIALIST SUBJECTS 
 

Students have been celebrating the Olympics at school over the past couple of 

weeks with specialist teachers. They have been participating in Olympic sports 

during PE lessons such as handball and hockey. In Japanese, students have been 

looking at the meaning behind the blue and pink mascots for the Olympics and 

Paralympics and the designs both ancient and modern. During Library time, stu-

dents have been learning about the history of the Olympics as well as inspiring 

sports people. It’s been great to see lots of classes enjoying watching the Olym-

pics coverage during eating times and celebrating the success of the athletes. 
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SCHOOL SURVEY 
 

2021 SCHOOL SATISFACTION & CLIMATE SURVEY 

 

Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents and carers, school staff and students in 

Years 4 to 12 about their experience of public education. The 2021 School Satisfaction & 

Climate Survey will be available online from 13 August—3 September. The survey results 

will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our 

school. No personal identifying information will be provided to any school or college. 

 

For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents and carers will 

receive: 

• A letter about the student survey outlining the reasons for collection and privacy pro-

vision for the data; and 

• An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey.  

Genuine survey invitation emails will have the title ‘The 2021 School Satisfaction 

& Climate Survey is now open!’ and will be sent from EDU Surveys & Evaluation 

with EDU@qualtrics-survey.com as the ‘from’ address. 

 

If you do not receive the survey invitation, please check your junk email folder. If it is not 

there, send your contact details to EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au to request a 

survey invitation.  

 

The Parents and Carers Survey will be available online in other languages: Arabic, Bur-

mese, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu, Vietnamese, Punjabi, Bengali, Spanish and Telugu. 

Respondents can select their preferred language when they start the survey. A short-

ened paper-version of the Parents and Carers Survey is also available in the following 

five languages: Dari, Dinka, Farsi, Karen and Mon. These surveys are available at the 

front office. 

 

For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many 

parents and carers, staff and students as possible to complete the survey. Your feedback 

is important, and we hope you will take part. For more information, visit 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-

survey 

mailto:EDU@qualtrics-survey.com
mailto:EDUSurveysandEvaluation@act.gov.au
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Front Office:   6142 1470 

 

Enrolments:    6142 1476 

 

Deakin Preschool:   6142 2853  

 

Email address:    forrestps@ed.act.edu.au                   

 

Website:     www.forrestps.act.edu.au 

 

Principal:        Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au   

 

Deputy Principals:   Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au             

     Jemma O’Brien, jemma.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au                    

 

Business Manager:             Sonya Campbell, sonya.campbell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

Board Chair:    Cameron Bowles, fpsboardchair@gmail.com 

 

P&C President:   president@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

P&C Website:   www.forrestpandc.com.au  

 

Forrest Out Of   6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au   

School Hours Care:  

 

Uniform Shop:   uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

Canteen:    canteen@forrestpandc.com.au 

CONTACTS 
 

CONTACTS 
 

http://www.forrestps.act.edu.au
file://///evsstfg.actedu.net.au/staff/stfG/FORP/Admin/Admin%202017/Newsletter/Term%202/christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:president@forrestpandc.com.au
http://www.forrestpandc.com.au

