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Mission Statement 

Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, 
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment. 

We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong 
learners and can make the world a better place. 

Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives, 
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school. 
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Just a reminder… 

 

 

If your child is absent 

from school, please notify 

the front office. 

 

If your child is late to 

school, arriving from 9:15 

onwards, they need to 

collect a late arrival pass 

from the front office.  

 

If your child needs to 

leave school early, please 

notify the front office as 

soon as possible.  

 

You can contact the front 

office on 6142 1470 or at 

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au  

(email is preferred for 

absence notifications). 

 

 

 

Thank you for your  

continued support! 

EXECUTIVE ADDRESS 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members, 

 

How are you? We miss seeing you on-site! We are very grateful for your support in making 

the COVID-19 cohorting system work. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews are underway. Teachers are pleased to be connecting with you 

and love gaining important information about your child. These interviews give you a great 

opportunity to:  

• learn more about your child's academic, emotional and social development; 

• meet and get to know your child's teachers; 

• help your child's teachers understand more about your child; 

• make plans with the teacher about how you can both support your child. 

 

Although the whole school events calendar is quite empty, the Units of Inquiry are advanc-

ing with enthusiasm and passion. The Year 6 students are learning to be leaders of the 

school while the Kindergarten students are learning to adapt to primary school!   

 

Action in PYP 

Students in Year 6, who are committed to making the world a better place, are getting Ac-

tion Club up and running again! For those who are new to Forrest, we are an International 

Baccalaureate (IB) school that delivers the Primary Years Programme (PYP). The PYP philos-

ophy behind Action Club is that we all become internationally-minded by identifying with 

the attributes of the Learner Profile. This profile focuses on being: 

Balanced, caring, a communicator, an inquirer, knowledgeable, open-minded, principled, 

a risk-taker, reflective and a thinker. 

If you identify with all ten attributes in every situation, you are thought to be international-

ly-minded. Conversely, if you are internationally-minded, you will be a person who exem-

plifies the Learner Profile. 
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Action Club is the voice of our students. It is student agen-

cy at its finest. We are proud to send students out into the 

world who live the Learner Profile, take action and strive 

to make the world a better place. 

 

Action Club promotes a connection to learning. Last year, 

the Year 6 students ended their final year of primary 

school with Big Action Week. They raised $1,330 with  

minimal support from teachers. They worked in peer  

study groups to support initiatives such as: 

CLEAN WATER - one group learnt about the need for clean water in developing countries and donated to OXFAM. 

POVERTY - one group supported a charity to buy clothes and stationery for children in Australia whose parents do 

not have the means to get them ready for school. The charity called the students in this group and congratulated 

them for being so caring! 

KOALAS - an Indigenous student led others to save the koalas due to habitat loss and disease through WWF. 

There was a book swap. 

PURCHASE OF A GOAT - this was a business start-up project to support women in developing countries. The stu-

dents also bought backpacks with personal items for women and girls. 

MENTAL HEALTH - this group purchased ‘fidget toys’ for Forrest children who talk to the school counsellor and may 

feel awkward or nervous. 

REFUGEE FAMILIES – these students purchased items for St Vincent de Paul to pass on to families in Australia who 

otherwise would not receive presents at Christmas. 

BUK BILONG PIKININI – The students in this group supported Rotary by asking all classes in the school to donate 

stationery and books for students in PNG.  

The above stories are examples of how our children learn to bring their hearts, 

minds and hands together to make a difference in the world. Action Club would not 

be possible without Mrs Kowalski and Mr Brompton, who consistently and passion-

ately support our children to take action in the world. Great job everybody!  

 

Students don’t only take action through Action Club; it may be at home. Have you 

ever been asked to turn the lights off when you’re not using a room? Or turn the tap 

off while you clean your teeth? Recycle better? All these tiny actions matter. For 

more information about Action and the IB, visit www.ibo.org. 

 

Winangaay and PBL 

Our beautiful Indigenous garden, Winangaay, is growing splendidly with all the recent rain. Students enjoy playing 

in the garden during break times. The outdoor environment encourages skills such as problem solving and negoti-

ating risk. These skills play an important role in a child's development. Teachers often deliver curriculum-based les-

sons in or around Winangaay. A variety of subjects, such as mathematics, 

art and science, are being taught in the garden. Students feel a sense of 

freedom when outside the walls of the 

classroom. They are able to express 

themselves and enjoy being able to 

move about more too! They also say 

they feel more engaged and are more 

positive about the learning taking place. 

 

http://www.ibo.org
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Students have been learning about being respectful, safe, responsi-

ble and a learner in Winanggaay as part of our Positive Behaviour 

for Learning (PBL) Framework. PBL brings the whole-school commu-

nity together to contribute to developing a positive, safe and sup-

portive learning culture by explicitly teaching social, emotional and 

behavioural expectations in all school settings. 

 

Professional Learning in January 

On Thursday 27 January, Forrest teachers virtually participated in an in-

spiring and innovative professional learning (PL) opportunity delivered by 

Dan, Tim and Paula from the Mungga-Iri Jingee Academy Of Future Skills. 

The PL focused on developing numerate students through authentic scien-

tific investigations. Teachers were thoroughly engaged in hands-on activi-

ties which aim to improve STEM outcomes for all students. Teachers an-

swered questions such as: 

• What does it mean to be numerate? 

• What is data and where do we see it in the curriculum? 

• How can students collect, analyse and interpret data to gain meaning and solve problems? 

We want to thank Dan Heap (an ex-Forrest teacher) for facilitating this learning programme and improving the way 

we deliver quality education within our school. 

 

SuperW Rugby Union 

Ms Sammie Wood, one of our Year 2 teachers, will be playing her first 

round of the SuperW Rugby Union competition next Saturday 5 March. 

Kick-off time is 5:15pm. Sammie has been training and playing for the 

Brumbies Women’s team during the pre-season. She is looking forward  

to taking on the NSW Waratahs before the men kick off at 7:45pm at GIO 

Stadium. If you are going to the football, please say hello to Sammie, as 

she would love to see you! Tickets are available at the gate prior to the 

game. For further information, please refer to the Brumbies website. 

 

Throughout the year we’ll provide you with more information about how the PYP works, and other wonderful 

things that are happening at Forrest! Don’t forget to check our Facebook page so you can see some of the amazing 

action and learning that is taking place around the school.  

 

Have a great weekend everyone!  

 

Chris Pilgrim and Jemma O’Brien  

(on behalf of the leadership team) 
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
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UNIFORM SHOP 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 



 

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Front Office:      6142 1470 

 

Enrolments:       6142 1476 

 

Deakin Preschool:   6142 2853  

 

Email address:      forrestps@ed.act.edu.au                   

 

Website:         www.forrestps.act.edu.au 

 

Principal:           Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au  (Wed—Fri) 

              Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au           (Mon—Tue)  

 

Deputy Principals:   Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au        (Wed—Thu)       

              Jemma O’Brien, jemma.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au (Mon—Fri)                    

 

Business Manager:    Sonya Campbell, sonya.campbell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

Board Chair:       Cameron Bowles, fpsboardchair@gmail.com 

 

P&C President:     president@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

P&C Website:      www.forrestpandc.com.au  

 

Forrest Out Of     6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au   

School Hours Care:  

 

Uniform Shop:     uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

CONTACTS 
 

CONTACTS 
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