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Mission Statement 

Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, 
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment. 

We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong 
learners and can make the world a better place. 

Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives, 
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school. 
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Friday 4 November  

TONIGHT! 

Movie Night 

 

Monday 7—Friday 11 

November 

Big Action Week 

 

Friday 18 November 

Kindergarten Assembly 

 

Monday 21—Friday 25 

November 

Year 2 Aqua Safe 

 

Wednesday 23— 

Friday 25 November  

Year 5 Camp 

 

Friday 2 December 

Slime Spectacular  

School Fun Run 

EXECUTIVE ADDRESS 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community 

Members, 

 

Year 3 Assembly & Learning Journey  

Today the school was buzzing with  

excitement as the Year 3 students  

hosted an inspirational assembly show-

casing learning from all the Units of Inquiry they 

have engaged in this year. After the assembly  

parents, carers and community friends headed 

upstairs to view each child’s Learning Journey.  

It was wonderful to see so many people sharing 

their love of learning and to witness the proud  

faces of every student as they showcased their 

work and achievements. Thank you, teachers, for 

all the hard work you have put in to making today 

so memorable for our Forrest families.  

 

Movie Night  

Tonight, we are excited to host the Forrest Primary 

School Family Movie Night! The gates open at 5:30pm. 

There will be food, drinks and glow bands available for 

purchase. Tickets can be purchased tonight for $10 per 

person. We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Dr. Justin Coulson Teacher PL & Parent Presentation 

Last week we were lucky to have Dr. Justin Coulson 

visit Forrest as part of the P&C and School parent en-
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gagement grant. Dr. Coulson presented a workshop to teachers on the 

importance of wellbeing. It reminded us to focus on the things in our 

life we can control, that give us joy. This workshop gave us practical 

tips to ensure we look after ourselves, and focus on our basic psycho-

logical needs.  

 

The parent workshop was held last Tuesday night with 50 parents 

attending in person and another 50 online. The focus of this workshop 

centred on how parents can support their children to be happy, successful and independent. Dr Coulson provided 

parents with researched based practical examples of how to engage with their children in a supportive way that 

promotes connection and fun.  

 

Thank you to Ali (FOOSHC Director) and the P&C for our joint partnership in winning the Education Directorate 

grant and for your organisation of the events.  

 

Assessment and Reporting 

Teachers have been working continuously on assessment and reporting during Semester 2. Assessment and re-

porting are two key elements to the teaching and learning process. Teachers assess student progress formatively 

throughout the year and report on how a student is progressing against achievement standards for each learning 

area or subject in the Australian Curriculum. The Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards describe the 

knowledge, skills and understandings a student is expected to learn in each subject for their year level. 

Forrest Primary School is committed to providing accurate and comprehensive information on student progress to 

students, parents and teachers in order to: 

• Improve and support student learning;  

• Determine future directions in learning;  

• Identify areas of strength;  

• Identify areas for future development;  

• Establish and maintain open communication and partnerships 

 

Semester 2 Reports will be emailed to parents and carers on Thursday 8 December (Week 9). Once again reports 

will not contain written comments. Please ensure your email address is up to date on our records—you can email 

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au to check. As usual, teachers are ready and willing to talk to you about your child’s pro-

gress. Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any areas of concern that you would like to discuss. 

  

Maths Leadership Team 

Did you know Forrest Primary School has a Maths Leadership Team? This team consists of a range of teachers 

across the school including: Erin Palisi, Bella Lucchesi, Andrew Maurice, Samara Radcliffe, Carolyn Davis, Molly Pian-

ca, Chris Pobke, James Traviss and Sarah Bauer. We are all working together towards our Action Plan to improve 

expected growth in numeracy across the school. The Leadership Team 

has attended two online professional development courses hosted by 

Paul Swan focusing on Comprehension of Word Problems - Vocabulary 

and Maths Talks and Warm Ups.   

 

The Maths Leadership Team enjoyed the courses with overwhelmingly 

positive feedback.  

• Fantastic warm ups and points of intention 

• Great for small groups , 1:1 before larger tasks or even as a whole 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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class. Particularly fun and engaging especially for those students with anxiety around Maths 

• Vocabulary development is so important for students in Maths to be able to comprehend word problems. There 

are a variety of tools that can be used in fun ways to develop mathematical vocabulary across all year levels.  

• Maths warm ups give students the opportunity to practise and refine their skills by revisiting topics regularly. 

 

ICAS Certificates 

ICAS has advised the school that there is a delay in the Mathematics Certificates and they could take over a month 

to arrive. Students have been presented with their certificates for:  

• ICAS Writing 

• ICAS Digital Technologies  

• ICAS Science 

• ICAS Spelling Bee 

• ICAS English 

Congratulations to all students who participated in ICAS. A special mention to Sarah (3H), Kaylee (3S), Stella (3D), 

Linda (4P), Seher (4D), Christian (4R), James (5CP), Azfaar (5CP), Irene (6T), Chi Lok (6T), Adrian (6K), Jean (6T) and 

Julia (6K) who achieved a Distinction or High Distinction in one or more ICAS Tests! Students who received a high 

distinction are in the top 1% of the country and those with a distinction are the next 10%. This is a huge achieve-

ment for those students!  

  

World Teachers’ Day 

Forrest staff celebrated World Teachers’ Day last week and were delighted to receive a delicious antipasto lunch as 

well as a gift from the P&C committee. Thank you teachers for showing great resilience during challenging times 

and giving our students the best future possible. 

 

Children’s Week Award 

Congratulations to the Education Leader of FOOSHC,  Kylie Keane,  who 

has been awarded an ACT Children’s Week Award for her outstanding con-

tributions to children and young people in the community. Kylie has been 

guiding educational practice for many years now and has been the key 

driver in embedding Playwork into FOOSHC’s  philosophy and practice. 

She coaches and mentors fellow practitioners on the floor and has devot-

ed over a decade to building quality relationships in the sector to better 

support children, their families, and educators in the community. Kylie is currently the ACT Branch President of Ear-

ly Childhood Australia where she continues to advocate for the child’s right to play. Her love and passion for Play-

work has inspired many and she works tirelessly to share her Playwork knowledge and wisdom with the wider com-

munity both locally, nationally and internationally. Congratulations Kylie and thank you for all you do for FOOSCHC 

and the children in our community. 

 

Friendly Reminders… 

• Students are to hand in their phones at the front office when they arrive at school, and collect them at 3:00pm. 

• Parents and community members are not permitted in the playground at break times or before school. 

• We appreciate your feedback, so please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. Email your child’s 

teacher, an executive or the principal, or call the school. (Please see the final page for contact details). 

 

With thanks for your continued support, 

Chris Pilgrim, Hayley Singh, Jemma O’Brien, Nicole Richardson, Sarah Bauer & Sonya Bergamini 

Executive Team 
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STUDENT WORK 
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STUDENT WORK 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

As seen in the ‘In CBR’ flyer!  

Ms Singh and Mrs Kowalski  

receiving the Silver Recognition 

Award from Healthier Work at 

the assembly this morning!  
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EVENTS 
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EVENTS 
 

Thank you so much for continuously supporting our school, especially through fundraising. This term, we are hosting a Slime 

Spectacular School Fun Run to raise money for Interactive Whiteboards. 

 

Did you know? Students raise 3x times more when they fundraise online! Visit www.australianfundraising.com.au to create 

your child’s cybersafe fundraising profile. Instructions are in your child’s sponsorship booklet. You have until 21 November to 

fundraise, so make sure you get cracking!  

 

The big day is coming! We are so excited to host our Slime Spectacular School Fun Run on 2 December. Parents are invited to 

attend. On the day, make sure your child brings a white shirt for the Fun Run! They will be covered in vibrant, non-toxic slime 

from head to toe! They will also need a water bottle and their hat.  

 

How do prizes work? Help your child fundraise more by setting a prize goal online! Students automatically achieve incentive 

prizes as they fundraise, starting from $10. The more they raise, the more prizes they receive. Each prize is ordered automati-

cally, so you don’t need to worry about prize ordering! You can see what the inventive prizes are in the sponsorship booklet 

provided. 

Share in $200,000 worth of extra prize credit! Achieve bigger prizes by helping your child earn bonus credit on their online 

profile. By creating an avatar, sharing your page with friends and reaching milestone donations, you can share in $200,000 of 

extra prize credit!   

 

Monstar Madness. There are heaps of prizes you can win when you fun-raise with Monty! Create your fundraising page in the 

next 7 days, and you will receive a Holographic Monty Sticker! Check out your sponsorship booklet for more awesome Monty 

prizes up for grabs, like a Monty Plush toy, a bag tag or a high-bounce handball! 

 

Win a $10,000 JB Hi-Fi Shopping Spree. Do you think you can top our school’s leaderboard? The highest fundraising student in 

our school will go into the draw to win a $10,000 JB Hi-Fi Shopping Spree, including your choice of televisions, laptops, phones, 

home accessories and more! Start fundraising at www.australianfundraising.com.au for your chance to win.  

 

Fund-Razor of the Year Award. Do you think you can top the national leader board? Australia’s highest fundraising student in 

Australia will win a Razor Prize Pack, worth $3,000!  

 

Thanks in advance for your support, and happy fundraising!  

Nicole Richardson 

On behalf of the Slime Spectular Committee 

http://www.australianfundraising.com.au
http://www.australianfundraising.com.au


 

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

LITERACY CHAMPIONS 
 

Forrest Primary School is committed to supporting our staff in their endeavour to be lifelong learners. In alignment 

with our Forrest Primary School Action Plan to improve writing and through the Literacy Champions we are excited 

to share a Professional Development course two of our teachers recently attended. These learnings have been pre-

sented to staff during a staff meeting.  

 

Seven Steps Professional Development Course 

On 31 October, teachers Tara Durnin (6D) and Chris Pobke (5CP) participated in a full day, curriculum-aligned pro-

fessional development course called Seven Steps Writing. Developed since 2005, Seven Steps have been designed 

to break down writing into simple, achievable chunks, enabling  students to gain confidence and become more in-

novative writers.  

 

The Seven Steps are: 

1. Plan for Success 

2. Sizzling Starts 

3. Tightening Tension 

4. Dynamic dialogue 

5. Show, Don’t Tell 

6. Ban the Boring 

7. Exciting Endings/Ending with Impact.  

 

The workshop involved not only learning these prompts and strategies, but actually doing them too! It was a fun, 

collaborative way to practise some of the skills of writing in a way our students will experience. Whether it’s a nar-

rative, persuasive or an informative writing task, the key principles  of a good written piece incorporate these seven 

steps (though not necessarily in order!) whilst keeping in mind each learner’s 

strengths and where they sit in the Zone of Proximal Development. 

 

We look forward to applying these strategies in our classrooms  and sharing our 

learning with the Forrest community! We can’t wait to see how each student takes 

on these steps and makes it their own - after all, we are not the only teachers in the 

classroom!  
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
 

The Wally Masur Tennis Gala day was a big success! Mrs Kowalski was lucky enough to take 3 teams of 

Year 5 and 6 students for a day of fun in the sunshine (and rain!). When we got to the Weston Creek ten-

nis courts we got instructions for how we were going to play against the other schools. We then got a 

tennis racket and went to the courts where we practised until we were told who we were going to play. 

It was very fun getting to play against the other schools and all of the teachers and instructors were very 

helpful if anyone had any questions or problems. After a few hours we had played all the teams and 

were fighting it out in the grand finals. Until Forrest Team One eventually came out on top, Team Two 

coming second and Team Three coming eleventh even though two of their players were new to tennis 

and had very little experience bringing an end to this suspenseful and exciting day. 

 

We were very lucky to play because it got cancelled early this year and everyone was unsure if it would 

actually go ahead but it was still worth the long wait in the end because we had  a very fun and exciting ! 

 

By Sam N and Ben S 

Year 6  Champions  
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STATIONERY PACKS 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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CONTACTS 
 

CONTACTS 
 

 

Front Office:      6142 1470 

 

Enrolments:       6142 1476 

 

Deakin Preschool:   6142 2853  

 

Email address:      forrestps@ed.act.edu.au                   

 

Website:         www.forrestps.act.edu.au 

 

Principals:          Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au 

              

Deputy Principals:   Hayley Singh, hayley.singh@ed.act.edu.au 

              Jemma O’Brien, jemma.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au  

               

Business Manager:    Sonya Bergamini, sonya.bergamini@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

Board Chair:       Rob Nicol, fpsboardchair@gmail.com 

 

P&C President:     Teresa Gorondi, president@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

P&C Website:      www.forrestpandc.com.au  

 

Forrest Out Of     6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au   

School Hours Care:  

 

Uniform Shop:     uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

Canteen:         canteen@forrestpandc.com.au 

http://www.forrestps.act.edu.au
file://///evsstfg.actedu.net.au/staff/stfG/FORP/Admin/Admin%202017/Newsletter/Term%202/christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:president@forrestpandc.com.au
http://www.forrestpandc.com.au

