Forrest Primary School

Newsletter Week 2 Term 1 2020
Inside this issue:
Mission Statement
Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, loving,
inspiring and challenging learning environment.
We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong
learners and can make the world a better place.
Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives,
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school.
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EXECUTIVE ADDRESS
Welcome
Thank you to everyone who attended our parent information night on Tuesday night—it
was certainly a full house! We hope that you feel well-informed and ready for the year.
Thank you also to the teachers who were knowledgeable and well-organised in presenting
their key pieces of information. Please remember to book your parent interview through
SOBS: https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=992
On Wednesday night Caitlin Thomas led us through the process that she and her Kindergarten class of 2018 worked through in creating the Acknowledgement of Country that has
become our Forrest Acknowledgement of Country. It goes like this:
We pay our respects to the Ngunnawal people
Thank you for sharing your knowledge of the land where we meet today.
We will care for this land—animals, plants and people too.
We respect the land (touch the land)
We respect the sky (reach for the sky)
We respect each other (hold hands with the people on either side of you).
Thank you Ms Thomas, the children who wrote this acknowledgement and the Culture Club
who have promoted and amplified it in the school.
We have been through a challenging summer with bushfires, greatly diminished air quality,
hail, rain and the Coronavirus threat. As far as Forrest Primary School goes, we have grown
in numbers and have formed extra (smaller) classes to meet the requirements of the new
Enterprise Agreement, with not much room to put those classes despite receiving a new
demountable double classroom for which we are grateful!
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Swimming Carnival
Wed 26 Feb
Year 5 SRE Session
Tue 25 Feb
Getting To Know You
Interviews
Tue 18—Wed 19 Feb
Year 5 Assembly
Fri 21 Feb

A great big thank you goes to Ann, our Business Manager and Patrick, our Building Services Officer, who have worked
tirelessly to have the demountable installed and the junior corridors upgraded so that they look fresh, bright and
clean. Thank you to all the staff and parents who have helped fundraise to make the corridors a joy to walk in! This enhances our whole learning environment. Ann and Patrick are also overseeing the development of an Indigenous garden
in the junior playground which will be enhanced by an Indigenous mural at the end of the Kindergarten building.
New Teachers in 2020
We have selected and employed five new teachers at short notice over the break, during a time when there weren’t
many teachers available. However, we have managed to win wonderful, high quality teachers, just like their Forrest colleagues! They already love Forrest and are committed to the children here. They are passionate about their work; they
love coming to school to plan and help children learn. At the end of their first week they say they love the children at
Forrest; they love inquiry and they are both inspired and tired!
A Workforce that includes Part-Timers and Tandem Arrangements
Across the ACT, including at Forrest, you will find an increasing number of part-time teachers and more tandem teaching arrangements. This is now common in the education workforce. At Forrest our tandem teams are: Ms Nicol and Ms
Sneddon in the Small Group Programme, Mrs Keeley and Ms Robson in Kindergarten, Mrs Richardson and Ms Munsie in
Year 1, Ms Heaven and Ms Shaw in Year 3, Mrs Kingston and Mrs Dorsett in Year 4, and Ms O’Brien and Ms Denny in
Year 6. We have tandems in the specialist team as well. Tandem teachers will say that they love teaching this way because with two teachers come fresh ideas, and there is more care, expertise, fun and variety. Tandem teachers structure the assessment and moderation procedures very carefully and they usually write reports together, often on weekends. They prioritise good communication and the school has ensured that tandem teams have planning time together.
Splitting Classes
We will be splitting classes because there are many occasions when relief teachers aren’t available. With small classes,
the teachers prefer that the children are split at grade level because all the planning has been done together and the
children will receive the same programmes and activities. In year levels K—3, the classes will still be small even when
split.
Traffic and Pick-Up
Please see the traffic pick-up map in this newsletter. Thank you to all parents who use the system well. Our traffic system was developed by a Forrest parent and the traffic people assure us that it is the best in Canberra. It is fabulous if it
is used properly. We have had the lines re-done and the junior end works well now. At the senior end, the left lane
gives way to the right line when you pull out – please remember to look and wait… even on a Friday when the weekend
is imminent! We do notice that when cars are late to pick up their children, they enter the school much faster and
sometimes dangerously.
Parents, we know you appreciate us when we safely deliver your children to their cars and most parents, grandparents
and friends thank us. Can you also help the staff by encouraging your children to look at the person helping them and
say thank you. That makes the staff feel valued. Doing traffic duty is an extra for our school. We are happy to do it and it
gives us all an extra opportunity to teach our children to use social conventions and gratitude that we teach in Positive
Education.
Originally, parents managed the traffic duties and we would love it if any parents could support the school by doing
‘traffic duty’ with us.
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We are about to have a ‘pick up’ meeting with the children. We will emphasise the following protocols which ensure
safety:
Two cars only are filled at a time
Children walk to their cars – no running
Children wait and watch for their cars
As many children as possible sit
No sitting on the planter boxes (which will soon be planted out)
No ball games or running around games
Parents, please pick your children up between 3:00 and 3:15pm. Teachers have duty of care and must stay with children
who have not been picked up, even when they are supposed to be at meetings or doing other work. Children not picked
up on time will be sent to Afters. Similarly, please drop off your children from 8:45am when a teacher will be on duty.
Teachers find it very difficult to have children arrive very early when their job is to prepare the classroom and programme for the day.
Parking
We know you are frustrated about parking, as are we!
There are 41 parking spots and the staff numbers 50 plus relief teachers. Forrest Out of School Hours Care require 3
parking spots.
Every day, there are teachers who cannot park. They can’t leave their classes to move their cars every two hours but
that is sometimes what happens.
The Principal is working on having the Education Directorate engage with this problem and in the meantime, although
problematic, we are trialling parking in two makeshift carparks to ease the load in the main carpark and free up some
spaces for parents.
The real deal is learning. We want children to love learning and to take the threads of their learning into the real world.
Thank you for being partners in this vital part of their lives.
Chris Pilgrim
on behalf of the Executive Team
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TRAFFIC
Keeping our students safe is always a top priority, and therefore we regularly remind people of the importance
of following our drop-off and pick-up traffic arrangements.
Between 8:45am-9:10am and 2:55pm-3:15pm, there is to be no car movement in or out of the parking spaces in
the long line directly in front of the school.
Senior and Junior School pick-up areas are designated with yellow line markings on the driveway. Please follow
these line markings.
Children will only be able to board a car if it is sitting in the marked areas and will be assisted by either the
teacher on duty or the parent helper. We ask that parents/carers do not exit their vehicles as this can slow down
the traffic flow and there are repercussions for other motorists.
Children may only board the car once their car is the first two in the line.
Cars waiting need to form a line with minimal gaps to ensure the system runs effectively and traffic does bank
up onto State Circle.
If a car enters the pick-up zone and the child isn’t there, the driver will be asked to do a circuit of Hobart Avenue
and re-join the line.
Families with both junior and senior students may direct their children to be picked-up at either area.
Children will be supervised, and seating will be provided. Children have been reminded to sit on the seats under
the cover and not on the gutters or near the trees.
Teachers and parent volunteers will be on duty to assist with supervision.
We are always looking for more parent volunteers to assist with traffic supervision. If you are able to help,
please contact forrestps@ed.act.edu.au.
In following this routine, we are providing a safer environment for those families wishing to drop off and pick up
without leaving their cars.
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LITERACY

At Forrest Primary School, Literacy is an integral part of each Unit of Inquiry. Literacy is taught in
a transdisciplinary way, meaning that wherever possible, reading, writing, speaking and listening
learning experiences are linked to the Central Idea into which students are inquiring.
Guided, modelled, shared and independent reading and writing skills are developed through explicit teaching and practice.
This year, as part of the school’s Action Plan, a team of experienced and passionate teachers will
work with the Directorate on the Primary Writing Inquiry. This is a series of workshops that train
teachers to become instructional leaders and mentors in teaching writing.
Staff will also participate in targeted professional learning led by Christine Topfer, a literacy expert and critical friend of the Education Directorate. There will be a focus on the 10 Essential Literacy Practices, unpacking the skills and strategies that are vital in developing knowledge and engagement in the classroom.
The school has also strategically spent money on quality teaching and learning resources to support student literacy skills and knowledge. This has included new Guided Reading books, spelling
teaching guides and home reading books.
We have employed an expert literacy teacher to lead our RTI (Response to Intervention) programme. Identified children will be supported in a small group setting to develop reading and
writing skills.
Another focus for 2020 will be embedding the whole school approach to spelling. After reviewing
our spelling approach, attending professional learning and upskilling teachers, we have created
‘word conscious’ classrooms across the school. This approach to teaching spelling combines
knowledge and skill development with inquiry to ensure children become proficient spellers.
Later this term, we will run an information session for parents on ‘how children become literate’
and recommend all parents attend this session to understand how best to support their children.
This is also an opportunity to learn about our home reading programme in the Junior School.
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LIBRARY & CULTURE CLUB
Happy Library Lover’s Day!
Forrest Primary School has celebrated Library Lover’s Week with an author visit,
teachers reading their favourite stories in class and a performance by the Culture
Club and Year 2’s at the Australian Children’s Laureate Ceremony on Tuesday. We
encourage our parents and carers to share a favourite story with your child too.
The theme this year is ‘Uncover Something New, which is timely as the 2020 Chief
Minister’s Reading Challenge starts soon. More details to come in the next newsletter.
We also encourage parents and carers to come to the library before or enjoy
reading a story before or after school. Parents and carers are able to borrow 4
books to take home for 2 weeks at a time. Students in Preschool – Year 2 are encouraged to bring a library bag for
their library session and may borrow 2 books for 1 week. Year 3-6 students may borrow up to 4 books for up to 2
weeks.
This week, Year 4 classes were fortunate to have Irena Kobald, author of My Two Blankets share her story about
her own daughter Anna making friends with a newly arrived Sudanese girl called Cartwheel. The students were
very engaged with the story and asked interesting questions about the journey of the author’s story writing and
the work of the illustrator Freya Blackwood. My Two Blankets has been translated into 17 languages, Auslan and
Braille. The students were fascinated by the Braille version
and were asked to close their eyes to feel the text.
My Two Blankets themes include friendship, family, belonging in a new situation, feelings, cultural diversity, integration, and social issues, to name a few.
Australian Children’s Laureate Ceremony National Library
We were very excited this week with our fabulous Year 2’s and Culture Club students who were asked to sing songs
and present the Acknowledgement of Country at the ceremony to announce the Australian Children’s Laureate for
2020-2021. We thank Ursula Dubosarsky, the Children’s Laureate for donating a range of her books to our library
and to Lindy Batchelor, the Program Manager for the Australian Children’s Laureate Foundation for organising a
gift bag for the students which included one of Ursula’s books. Ursula’s task for the next two years is to promote
the importance of creativity, story and reading for children throughout Australia.
Culture Club
Thanks to our parents and carers for coming to our Focus
group last Monday while the Culture Club students practised
for their National Library performance. We look forward to
working with our school community on renewing our School
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) during Term 1 and 2 and this
was our first of our stakeholder consultations. If you would
like to be involved with the RAP group, please let the office
know.
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EALD
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P&C

A big welcome to everyone for the new school year.
FOOSHC / Vacation Care
The start of 2020 has seen unprecedented conditions unfold which has resulted in Vacation Care having to close in
the first week of January and FOOSHC close for the first two days of this term. The decision to close the service is
not one which is taken lightly and after much discussion the decision was made in the best interest of the health
and safety for the children as well as employees. I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for their
understanding and support in having to close the service during these dates. I would also like to especially thank
Ali, Kylie, Aisling and all the staff working over the holiday period for their professionalism and care for the children
during testing environmental conditions.
After School Activities
After School Activities will commence in Week 4 this term being the week commencing Monday 24 February. We
remind parents that they are asked to arrive promptly at 4:10pm to pick up their children as tutors cannot stay the
end of the Activities session which generally finish at 4:15 pm. Unfortunately, parents’ lateness can affect the viability of FASA and a financial penalty will occur if you child is not picked up on time. Unfortunately, due to the current
enrolments in After School Care this year there is limited if any space for the children to be incorporated in to FOOSCH after activities if they do not hold a booking. We thank parents for their understanding in this. The P&C view
FASA as an important offering to the school community; however, if children are not picked up on time we will
need to review these opportunities.
Forrest After School Activities – Job Opportunity
Forrest After School Activities (FASA) is run by the P&C. They are extra-curricular activities offer to the school community to assist families unable to organise their own extra-curricular activities. FASA is current seeking a person to
coordinate the activities on a daily basis (Monday – Thursday) for around 8 - 10 hours a week of an afternoon
whilst FASA operates. If this opportunity interests you please see Ali Sewter, Executive Director FOOSCH, in the
Afters office for more details. Salary will be negotiated with successful applicant with reference to the relevant
award.
AGM
A reminder that the 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Forest P&C will be conducted on Wednesday 4 March at
7:00pm in the school staff room. As per the constitution all executive positions within the P&C will be declared vacant and nominations sought from the floor. If anyone has an interest in becoming involved with the P&C and
would like more information in relation to the roles please feel free to call me on 0411 165 296 or email president@forrestpandc.com.au. Further information on the P&C, the business it runs and the constitution can be
viewed at our website www.forrestpandc.com.au. The AGM will be followed by the first General Meeting of the
2020 at 7:30pm.
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SCHOOL & COMMUNITY CONTACTS

General Enquiries:

6142 1470

Enrolment Enquiries:

6142 1476

Deakin Preschool:

6142 2853

Email address:

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au

Webpage:

www.forrestps.act.edu.au

Principal:

Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au

Deputy Principals:

Hayley Munsie, hayley.munsie@ed.act.edu.au
Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au

Business Manager:

Ann Hayres, ann.hayres@ed.act.edu.au

P&C President:

Jarrod Fitzgerald, president@forrestpandc.com.au

P&C Website:

www.forrestpandc.com.au

Forrest Out Of
School Hours Care:

6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au
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