Forrest Primary School

Newsletter Week 2 Term 1 2021
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Mission Statement
Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe,
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment.
We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong
learners and can make the world a better place.
Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives,
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school.
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Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members,
Virtual Parent Information Q&A Sessions
Thank you to the families who joined the Virtual Parent Information Q&A Sessions. It was
lovely to hear about the start of the year and gather all your questions. A reminder that
next week, teachers will commence the Getting to Know You phone calls. This is an opportunity for you to share with your child’s teacher all about your child. Teachers will then
work with children to collaboratively create social, emotional and learning goals.
Student Attendance—SMS Absence Alerts
If your child/ren are absent from school, please notify the front office via email at
forrestps@ed.act.edu.au (preferred method) or via phone on 6142 1470. If the front
office does not receive your absence notification, you will receive an SMS absence alert.
Please reply directly to this message with the reason for your child’s absence. Please note
that if your child is late to school (even by five minutes), they need to come to the front
office for a late arrival pass to avoid being marked absent.
Smart Watches
It has come to our attention that several children now own and wear Smart Watches. On
occasions this has caused disruptions to the learning environment. Children should not be
using their watches during school time to message others. We ask that students please
put their watch on School Mode/Flight Mode or Do Not Disturb during school hours. If you
need to contact your child, please call the front office staff who will then assist you.
Playground Matters
As you can see, the third demountable building is well underway. Due to the rain, the
handover has been slightly delayed. Ms Davis, Miss Penrose and the 5D and 5P students
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday 25 February
Swimming Carnival
Monday 22 February
Scholastic Book Club
orders due

JUST A REMINDER!
When your child is
absent from school, please
inform the front office via
email:
forrestps@ed.act.edu.au
If your child is late to school
(even by five minutes), they
need to come to the front
office for a late arrival pass.
If you need to collect your
child early from school,
please inform the front office
in advance where possible.

are excited to move into the space shortly. Mushrooms have also started sprouting on the school oval. Teachers
have been talking to their classes about not picking these and notifying a teacher on duty. FOOSHC staff have also
been vigilant in removing any mushrooms before and after school.
Parking
Parking at Forrest Primary School can be nightmare for both parents and staff! It is important that all members of
our community park in designated car spaces and not on the footpath. In the past, parents have received parking
tickets for parking incorrectly. With over 600 children attending the school, it is important that we are all vigilant in
keeping our children safe.
Canteen
The Canteen operates from Tuesday to Friday, and over the counter sales will begin on Tuesday 2 April (Week 5).
Staffing Update
This year we have five new teachers joining the Forrest family. Ms Kate Riordan joins us from Harrison School and
will teach Year 3. We also have four new educators: Miss Erin Palisi (Small Group Programme), Miss Ellie Penrose
(Year 5), Miss Sarah Mannall (Kindergarten) and Mr Andrew Maurice (Year 1). All new staff are excited to be working at Forrest and have already settled into the new year.
This week we farewell Ms Teanne Knobel as she begins her maternity leave. Ms Knobel has been helping children
settle into the start of the year and has been an enormous support to the staff. We wish Ms Knobel and Mr Fairfield
-Smith all the best on their new adventure.
Thank you,
Hayley Singh
on behalf of the Executive Team

Happy Chinese New Year!
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
This year the Magpies and Kookaburras have settled into the routine of preschool.
Children have particularly enjoyed exploring the
outdoor environment as well as making new friends.
This year we welcome Mrs Lucy Nicol to the Preschool team.
She will be working with the Magpies on Monday and Tuesday.
Thank you to Rachel, Lucy and Polly for a smooth and settled start to Preschool.

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

LIBRARY
Library Lovers’ Day
Library Lovers’ Day is an annual opportunity
for people to celebrate the valuable role that
libraries play in their lives. The theme for
Library Lovers' Day 2021 is 'Make a Date With
Your Library'. Why not visit the school library
or your local library to borrow or download
some new books!
Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 2021
Students in Preschool to Year 4 are automatically entered into Chief Minister Andrew Barr’s Reading Challenge.
Class teachers and the Teacher Librarian record books read in class and library time. Year 5 and 6 students are encouraged to join the fun. As soon as the reading logs become available we will distribute them to senior students.
The Challenge runs from February to September, and children can read, listen or view books.
Scholastic Book Club
Scholastic Book Club occurs once in Term 1, Term 2 and Term 4. Brochures will
be distributed to the eldest child in each family next week. Should you wish to
purchase items, online payment is preferred. Items will be delivered to the
school and distributed to class teachers to hand out. The Scholastic Book Club
is coordinated by parent volunteer Simone Alabaster, with assistance from
support staff member Liz Trueman. The Term 1 Book Club order cut-off date is
Monday 22 February (Week 4).
Library Opening Times
We encourage interested parents and carers to come to the library to enjoy
reading a story before or after school with their child. The library is open
before school from 8:40 – 9:00, and after school from 3:00 – 3:30.
Happy reading!
Louise McMullen
Teacher Librarian

Here are some of our new non fiction books that
will soon be making their way onto the shelves!
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CULTURE CLUB
Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students attended the first Culture Club
of the year on Monday. It was lovely to welcome our new students.
We enjoyed afternoon tea, provided by the P&C and FOOSHC.
Junior students were helped by the seniors to plant seedlings in the
Indigenous Garden and we pitched in to do some weeding of this beautiful space.
Thank you to Adam for providing the seedlings.
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P&C
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

No one should have to do a test on their first week back at school! But there is one test that can’t
be ignored. With increased travel over the summer holidays, it is important that all Canberrans –
even children—get tested for COVID-19, even with the mildest of symptoms.

While evidence suggests that young children are less likely to acquire and transmit COVID-19,
their symptoms should not be ignored, with testing our best surveillance tool against the virus.
Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, sore throat, cough, runny or blocked nose and
shortness of breath.
The COVID-19 test is free, quick and easy, and most people receive their test result within 24
hours.
Parents and carers who are required to take their children for testing can also be issued with a
carer’s certificate for the time when they take their child for a test and while they await results.
There are seven free COVID-19 testing locations across the ACT, with four of them open seven
days a week.
Some testing clinics don’t have facilities to test children under the age of eight.
Please check the website to make sure you’re going to the right clinic:
www.covid19.act.gov.au/testing
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CONTACTS

Front Office:

6142 1470

Enrolments:

6142 1476

Deakin Preschool:

6142 2853

Email address:

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.forrestps.act.edu.au

Principal:

Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au

Deputy Principals:

Hayley Singh, hayley.munsie@ed.act.edu.au
Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au

Business Manager:
Finance Officer:

Sonya Campbell, sonya.campbell@ed.act.edu.au
Ann Hayres, ann.hayres@ed.act.edu.au

Board Chair:

Simone Alabaster, simmic@tpg.com.au

P&C President:

Jarrod Fitzgerald, president@forrestpandc.com.au

P&C Website:

www.forrestpandc.com.au

Forrest Out Of
School Hours Care:

6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au

Uniform Shop:

uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au

Canteen:

canteen@forrestpandc.com.au
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