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Mission Statement 

Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, 
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment. 

We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong 
learners and can make the world a better place. 

Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives, 
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school. 
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Inside this issue: 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 

Monday 21—Friday 25 

November 

Year 2 Aqua Safe 

 

Wednesday 23— 

Friday 25 November  

Year 5 Camp 

 

 

Thursday 1 December 

Shivoo!  

 

Friday 2 December 

Slime Spectacular  

School Fun Run 

EXECUTIVE ADDRESS 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and  

Community Members, 

 

RAP Renewal  

Last week we held our first 

meeting to begin renewing our 

Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). Since developing our 

RAP we have made many improvements for students, 

staff, the school environment, classrooms and, most 

importantly, our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

families. Our RAP has helped us work together to take 

meaningful action towards reconciliation. The Forrest 

Primary School  RAP focuses on relationships, respect 

and opportunities. It helps us to improve outcomes 

for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and promotes a culture of working togeth-

er to make important connections between families and the community. Reconciliation is 

about strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

and non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians.  It’s an ongoing journey and 

we look forward to holding more meetings to improve the 

RAP. If you would like to discuss our RAP, provide any ideas 

or have any questions, please contact Jemma O’Brien at 

jemma.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au.  

 

Remembrance Day Ceremony  

Thank you to the Year 6 leaders who hosted a meaningful 

Remembrance Day ceremony for the whole school last Fri-

day. You helped our school to honour those who served, 

died or were injured in all wars, conflicts and peacekeeping 

Monday 28 November 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
Please email  

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au if 

your child is unable to stay 

at home 

mailto:brien@ed.act.edu.au
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operations. Many of our Forrest Primary School parents and grandparents are in the Army, Navy, Air Force or the 

Army Reserve, or serve overseas as police officers or United Nations Peace Keepers. We sincerely thank you for 

your service. 

 

BRAINways Education Quest Challenge 

Over two days next week, Forrest will be sending six teams of students from Years 3—6 to participate in the BRAIN-

ways Education Quest Challenge. Providing the grounds for the ultimate stimulation, creativity, problem solving 

and love of learning, the Quest will provide the competitive atmosphere necessary for the display of heightened 

awareness, stronger focus and brilliant ideas, and the achievement of excellence. With the over-arching theme of 

‘The Patterns of the Infinite’, the QUEST will be offered over two days. On the first day, rotating through three 

learning areas, students will learn and prepare the skills and techniques necessary for the challenges on the second 

day. The second day, in a similar rotating system, the challenge itself will be made available. Practising teamwork 

and cooperation, while gaining an understanding of complex topics that provide a depth to their school work, the 

Quest participants will have the opportunity to challenge boundaries, expand their insight and grow their enthusi-

asm for learning.  

Congratulations to the nominated students:  

Abigail 6K, Itamar 6K, Julia 6K, Adrian 6K, Chi Lok 6T, Jean 6T, Soiree 6D, Annie 6D, Frida 5P, Nate 4R, Dhilaan 4P, 

Linda 4P, Xavi 4P, Christian 4P, Sasha 4P, Maryna 4D, Stella 3D and Louis 3NS.  

We wish all our teams the best and can’t wait to hear their reflections! 

 

ICAS Certificates 

ICAS Mathematics certificates will be sent home to all participating students next week. Thank you for your pa-

tience. Two special ICAS medals will also be presented at Shivoo. 

 

Movie Night 

Thank you to everyone who attended the ‘Movie Under the Stars’ which was held on Friday 4 November. It was a 

huge success with attendance numbers exceeding all expectations! It was especially lovely to see everyone togeth-

er socially—reconnecting or meeting people for the very first time. We raised an incredible amount of over $9,000. 

A big thank you to the P&C for sponsoring this event and a huge thank you to our amazing volunteers and staff for 

making this event happen! 

 

Slime Spectacular 

This is a final reminder to get your last-minute donations in for our Slime Spectacular 

School Run 4 Fun! They must be in by 11:59pm on Saturday 19 November. So far, we have 

raised $26,000—already exceeding our goal of $15,000! We’re also looking for volunteers 

to help out on the day. If you have an hour to spare, please email forrestps@ed.act.edu.au 

to volunteer! 

 

Year 6 PYP Exhibition  

We have reached an exciting time in Year 6, with the research, artworks and various tasks for Exhibition underway. 

In each PYP school, students have the opportunity to showcase the skills learnt during their primary education 

years, culminating in a personal project known as ‘Exhibition’.  

 

Topics chosen by students this year are varied and deep, and include racism, the legal system, malaria, world hun-

ger, diversity, music, immunology, workers rights and mind/body connection. Students will create:  

• A topic, lines of inquiry and various questions to research;  

• An information report covering their chosen lines of inquiry and addressing their questions; 
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• An artistic response to their topic; 

• A mathematical component (i.e.: graph of changing climate, population distribution, sequence of events over 

time); 

• A multimodal presentation aimed to educate and inform parents, teachers and students;  

• A whole year level dance response.  

 

Teachers across the school are engaged in mentoring each group, depending on their own areas of interest and 

knowledge. Students will meet with their mentor teacher throughout the next few weeks and discuss time manage-

ment, build research skills, clarify understanding and problem solve.  

 

We look forward to seeing the Year 6s present their wonderful work to fellow students on Thursday 8 December, 

and to parents on Friday 9 December.  

 

FOOSHC End of Year Celebration 

On Friday 9 December from 3:30—5:30pm, the P&C will host their annual FOOSHC end of year celebration. All fami-

lies are invited to attend and enjoy the festivities. Please be mindful that supervision is not provided and families 

are required to care for their own children.  

 

A Bench for Neo 

In July this year we lost an amazing Forrest Primary School Alumni student named Neo Bradaric. Neo commenced 

this year as a Year 7 student at Campbell High School. Neo was a fun-loving student who was crazy about colourful 

socks, STEM, his friends and making this world a better place. This is where we need your help. On the night of 

Shivoo we will be hosting a BBQ where all funds raised will be used to purchase benches in Neo's honour. If you are 

able to volunteer in the cooking or selling of sausages, we would be extremely grateful. To volunteer, please sign up 

for via https://signup.com/go/qRtkDsO. (Each time slot is for 30 minutes).  

 

On the night we will also have a donation table and some of Neo's ex-Forrest friends walking around with buckets 

for any donations you would like to make. If you are unable to attend Shivoo and would like to donate towards Ne-

o’s memorial, you can do so using the Quickweb payment method via our school website and use the fee code 

‘Neo’s Bench’. Thank you for your support with this extremely worthwhile endeavour.  

 

With thanks for your continued support,  

Chris Pilgrim, Hayley Singh, Jemma O’Brien, Nicole Richardson, Sarah Bauer, Kylie Dorsett & Sonya Bergamini 

Executive Team 

 

 

 

  

Last P&C Meeting for 2022 

Tuesday 29 November  

7:00pm online 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fclick.sentr.al%2Ff%2Fa%2Fr3zdKrKnNXuzCY9U72bCbw~~%2FAAMdHAA~%2FRgRlVV3FP0QdaHR0cHM6Ly9zaWdudXAuY29tL2dvL3FSdGtEc09XA3NwY0IKY2PF2HJj5qTJ11IfTmljb2xlLlJpY2hhcmRzb25AZWQuYWN0LmVkdS5hdVgEAAAAAw~~&da
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SCHOOL BOARD 
 

Dear Forrest Community, 

 

As you will know, Forrest Primary School was recently subject to an evaluation of community satisfaction 

run by independent consultant Cheryl O’Connor. The Board was supportive of the conduct of the evalua-

tion particularly as many of us have worried about the impact of the pandemic on our children’s learning 

and about how effectively we have been able to resume more normalised class arrangements. The 

School and the Board were interested to hear perceptions across the community about areas of risk and 

success. 

 

A random sample of parents, guardians, teachers, care-givers and non-teaching staff were selected and 

interviewed by Cheryl O’Connor. It is clear from their constructive comments that those interviewed 

showed great openness and insight about the school and its operations. Overall, and I’m sure I speak for 

others participating on the Board, the outcomes were impressive. Satisfaction, although down slightly 

from last evaluation in 2016, was very high. The school scored an overall satisfaction rating of 7.9/10. The 

evaluation emphasised the gratitude that the community feels towards its teachers, and all staff who 

worked through the difficulties of the pandemic. The community also expressed the great value it places 

on the foundational elements of learning (particularly reading, writing and maths). 

 

There are also areas that the School and the Directorate will need to consider and strengthen approach-

es towards. Among these were concerns about the impact of split classes during the pandemic, further 

catering to the individual needs of students, and teacher morale. 

 

The School is developing its own plans and approaches which will respond to areas of concern. It will also 

look to consolidate on its areas of strength. The Board will be tracking the implementation of the 

School’s plans moving forward and throughout 2023. 

 

We would like to thank the community for those who gave their time to participate in the evaluation. We 

are all invested in the success of Forrest Primary School. With such strong community support and useful 

ideas into the evaluation, we are confident that we can help the School to take practical steps to becom-

ing even more effective than it currently is. 

 

If you would like to engage with the Board directly about any of the matters within the evaluation, or to 

give any further perspectives on the school, please feel free to email us on: fpsboardchair@gmail.com   

We send our best wishes as we move towards the end of the year and our thanks for your support, ad-

vice and feedback since the new Board started in term 2. 

 

Rob Nicol  

on behalf of the Forrest Primary School Board 
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EVENTS 
 

WOW! You have all been working so hard!  
 

Because of you, we have already raised a WHOPPING $14,000 out of our $15,000 goal! 
This is a final reminder to get your last-minute donations in for our Slime Spectacular 

School Run 4 Fun! They must be in by 11:59 pm on Friday 18 November 2022. 
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LITERACY CHAMPIONS 
 

At Forrest Primary School we are extremely proud of the way we implement best 

literacy practices from Preschool through to Year 6. Have you ever wondered how 

we teach literacy in Preschool? We would love to share this with you. 

 

What does literacy look like in the preschool? 

The power of play is the most useful tool for literacy learning at Preschool. Play pro-

vides opportunities for children to learn as they discover, create, improvise and im-

agine. At Deakin Preschool, we provide play-based literacy experiences that are the 

foundation blocks needed for Kindergarten. Literacy incorporates talking, listening, 

viewing, reading and prewriting skills. It also includes music, movement, storytell-

ing, drama and visual arts. At Deakin Preschool we encourage children to be confi-

dent, capable and lifelong literacy learners! 

 

Examples of play-based literacy experiences in the preschool!  
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STATIONERY PACKS 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
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CONTACTS 
 

CONTACTS 
 

 

Front Office:      6142 1470 

 

Enrolments:       6142 1476 

 

Deakin Preschool:   6142 2853  

 

Email address:      forrestps@ed.act.edu.au                   

 

Website:         www.forrestps.act.edu.au 

 

Principals:          Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au 

              

Deputy Principals:   Hayley Singh, hayley.singh@ed.act.edu.au 

              Jemma O’Brien, jemma.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au  

               

Business Manager:    Sonya Bergamini, sonya.bergamini@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

Board Chair:       Rob Nicol, fpsboardchair@gmail.com 

 

P&C President:     Teresa Gorondi, president@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

P&C Website:      www.forrestpandc.com.au  

 

Forrest Out Of     6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au   

School Hours Care:  

 

Uniform Shop:     uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

Canteen:         canteen@forrestpandc.com.au 

http://www.forrestps.act.edu.au
file://///evsstfg.actedu.net.au/staff/stfG/FORP/Admin/Admin%202017/Newsletter/Term%202/christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:president@forrestpandc.com.au
http://www.forrestpandc.com.au

