Forrest Primary School

Newsletter Week 8 Term 1 2021
Inside this issue:
Mission Statement
Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe,
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment.
We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong
learners and can make the world a better place.
Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives,
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school.

Executive Address

1-2

Harmony Day

3

Library

4

Extra-curricular

5

Community Notices

6-9

Contacts

10

EXECUTIVE ADDRESS
DATES TO REMEMBER

Harmony Day
On Monday 22 March, we celebrated Harmony Day. Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s
cultural diversity. It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
We started the day with a whole school assembly, which included the Forrest Culture Club,
a Japanese performance, and students dressing up in traditional/cultural dress or the colour orange. We also presented the Park family with a plant to congratulate them on becoming Australian Citizens. Please see page 3 for photos.
G.A.T.E.Ways
Last week we hosted the first G.A.T.E.Ways Eureka programme
for 2021. Students who are identified as gifted or talented were
able to participate in a day-long programme comprising three
hands-on, theme-based workshops. Each term the theme changes to focus on a different curriculum area. Here is a statement
from Prohor in 2B, who participated in the Junior Eureka programme. The best thing about G.A.T.E.Ways
was using the chemicals because they can show us
how much bacteria is in different things such as beef
and vegetables. If the chemical turned blue, it had
protein. If it turned yellow, it had no protein. I had a
great time because we got to do science for the
whole day in three different workshops!
NAPLAN
Students and teachers are currently preparing for NAPLAN 2021. On Thursday, all students
in Years 3 and 5 participated in a sample trial of the assessments. This helped us to iron out
any ICT and password issues, and allowed students to experience NAPLAN test conditions,
ready for Term 2. NAPLAN will be held from 11—13 May.
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Last day of Term 1
Thursday 1 April
First day of Term 2
Monday 19 April
Cross Country Carnival
Tuesday 20 April

A FEW REMINDERS!
When your child is
absent from school, please
inform the front office via
email:
forrestps@ed.act.edu.au
If your child is late to school
(even by five minutes), they
need to come to the front
office for a late arrival pass.
If you need to collect your
child early from school,
please inform the front office
in advance where possible.

South Weston Swimming Carnival
On Thursday 25 March, 18 students represented Forrest Primary School at the South Weston Swimming Carnival. It
was a wonderful, action-packed day of competitive swimming. All students demonstrated excellent sportsmanship
and gave it their all. Congratulations to the following students for representing our school, and a special mention to
Kiran, Amelie, Atticus, Campbell and Ben S. for advancing through to the ACT Championships next term.
Aimee (4D)
Bonnie (4D)
Cauã (4P)
Kiran (5D)
Atticus (5D)
Darcy (5D)
Annie (5D)
Abigail (5B)
Lily (5B)
Ben (5P)
Sam (5P)
Amelie (6K)
Aila (6K)
Ella (6K)
Chloe (6CO)
Sophie (6CO)
Ben (6CO)
Campbell (6B)
Easter ‘Eggstravaganza’
Lyn, our lovely School Crossing Supervisor (aka ‘Lollipop Person’), has been with us at Forrest
since 2018. Lyn is a valued part of our school community and helps to ensure our students stay
safe. Lyn loves the families at Forrest, and would like to show her appreciation by giving each
student a chocolate Easter egg. This year, instead of handing them out at the crossing where
children’s safety can be an issue, Lyn would like to visit classrooms and hand out the eggs. If
you do not want your child to receive an egg, please let your class teacher know.
Year 6 Camp
Last week, Year 6 students and teachers attended their annual camp to the Jindabyne Sport and Recreation Centre.
Although the weather was drizzly, all students made the most of their time by participating in activities such as archery, circus skills, initiatives and a trivia night. All the teachers agreed that it was one of the best camps they had
ever been on due to the positive attitude displayed by all students, and of course the delicious food! A special thank
you to the teachers who attended and took such special care of everyone there: Mrs Kowalski, Ms Cobden, Ms
Burke, Mr Traviss and Ms O’Brien.
Thank you,
Hayley Singh
on behalf of the Executive Team
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LIBRARY
The school holidays are a great time for students to enjoy reading with
the family at home, on holiday, online, or at an ACT Library. Students in
Years 4—6 now have their individual reading logs for The Chief Minister’s
Reading Challenge. Students have until 6 August to read 30 books of their
choice, in print or online. Students in Preschool—Year 3 will complete the
challenge in class and during library time, but if any family would like a
recording sheet, they are available from the library.
Happy Holiday Reading!
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
CULTURE CLUB
Culture Club students have been busy painting rocks with Indigenous
symbols for the Indigenous garden, and were fortunate to have
Aaron Chatfield work with them on designing their own boomerang
patterns. Corey, our Indigenous Educator, has supported the students in
class, in the Meccano programme, and by playing sport at lunch times.

MECCANO
It’s so exciting to have our wonderful School Volunteers ACT mentors back
for the Rotary Meccano programme. Students are selected by the class
and executive teachers to join the six-week programme to develop their
confidence and problem-solving skills, and work as a team to create a
Meccano project to show their class.
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

AUTUMN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS TENNIS CLINIC
Monday 12—Friday 16 April

Red Hill Tennis Club

8:00—1:00 (half day) or 8:00—6:00 (full day)

Astrolabe Street, Red Hill



Students Kindergarten-aged—17 years old



All skill levels



Professional, credentialed coaching staff



Full stroke development – ‘beginners will be serving overarm by the end of the clinic!’



Trophy singles tournament on Thursday, doubles training and tournaments in afternoons



McDonald’s lunch for full-day students on Friday



Great range of lunchtime activities, prizes galore, and heaps of fun!



Full day price comes to less than $6.50 / hour!



Free racquet hire, and full refund if not continuing after Monday

To enrol, call Matt McDonald, professionally qualified Level 2 tennis coach, on 0412 565 137
*THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT*
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CONTACTS

Front Office:

6142 1470

Enrolments:

6142 1476

Deakin Preschool:

6142 2853

Email address:

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.forrestps.act.edu.au

Principal:

Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au

Deputy Principals:

Hayley Singh, hayley.singh@ed.act.edu.au
Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au

Business Manager:
Finance Officer:

Sonya Campbell, sonya.campbell@ed.act.edu.au
Ann Hayres, ann.hayres@ed.act.edu.au

Board Chair:

Simone Alabaster, simmic@tpg.com.au

P&C President:

president@forrestpandc.com.au

P&C Website:

www.forrestpandc.com.au

Forrest Out Of
School Hours Care:

6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au

Uniform Shop:

uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au

Canteen:

canteen@forrestpandc.com.au
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