Forrest Primary School

Newsletter Week 4 Term 1 2021
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Mission Statement
Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe,
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment.
We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong
learners and can make the world a better place.
Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives,
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school.

Executive Address

1-2

Swimming Carnival

3

Literacy

4

Student Work

5-6

Community Notices

7

Contacts

8

EXECUTIVE ADDRESS
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Week 4. It’s hard to believe we’re nearly halfway through the term already!
JUST A REMINDER!

Strategic Plan 2021—2025
As a school we have been continuing to reflect on our 2020 Review, Evaluation and Preschool Assessment. These three processes have given us a wealth of information about
our strengths and areas for improvement. From this we have drafted our next Strategic
Plan. This School Improvement Plan will drive our strategic agenda for the next four years.
The Plan will be on our school website when it is finalised. Each year we also create an
Action Plan that is a more comprehensive outline of the strategies and actions that we
undertake to achieve our priorities. Our three overarching priorities are:
1.
Improve student performance in writing across all year levels;
2.
Improve the percentage of students making expected growth in numeracy; and
3.
Improve the wellbeing of students at school.
More information about our new Strategic Plan will be shared in the coming weeks.
NAPLAN 2021
In Week 4 of next term, all Year 3, 5, 7, and 9 students in Australia will sit the National
Assessment Program. The testing occurs online (except for Year 3 writing). Class teachers
will work with students in the coming weeks to ensure that students understand how to
access the online testing and are well prepared. More information about NAPLAN can be
found at: https://www.nap.edu.au/home. Alternatively you can contact Candice Kingston
at candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au
Kindergarten Open Classrooms
Last Wednesday, Kindergarten opened their classroom doors to share the wonderful
world of Kindergarten with parents and carers. The sessions were well attended and gave
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When your child is
absent from school, please
inform the front office via
email:
forrestps@ed.act.edu.au
If your child is late to school
(even by five minutes), they
need to come to the front
office for a late arrival pass.
If you need to collect your
child early from school,
please inform the front office
in advance where possible.

A friendly reminder that
dogs are not permitted on
school grounds. Service
dogs are the exception to
this rule. Thank you for
your cooperation.

parents a glimpse into their child’s everyday life at school. The feedback we have
received from parents and carers has been
extremely positive, with comments such as
‘I can’t believe they’ve learnt so much in
such a short space of time’ and ‘I love how
they feel at home and love coming to
school.’
Parent Representatives Programme
Did you know we have a Parent Representative Programme? This programme was established to promote communication between families, create a social community outside of school hours, and to support new families in our
school community. A Parent Representative volunteer is assigned to each class. The role of the Parent Representative is to build a positive community by fostering communication through its members. They provide another
means of uniting the school community, enhancing the quality of relationships and channels of communication between teachers, parents and the children. To be a part of this programme, we need your permission via a completed permission form. This form is then kept on record for the duration of your child’s time at Forrest Primary School.
Permission forms are available at the front office. For further information about the programme, please contact
Nicole Richardson at nicole.richardson@ed.act.edu.au
Swimming Carnival
The annual Forrest Primary School Swimming Carnival was held on Thursday 25 February. Students from Years 2 to
6 participated in the carnival and achieved some impressive results. Congratulations to all the students and House
Captains who attended, and a special thank you to Mark Robson, our Physical Education teacher, and Jemma O’Brien, one of our executive teachers, for organising such a successful event. Students received ribbons on the day and
many of them will go on to represent Forrest Primary School at the upcoming South Western Swimming Carnival.
Special congratulations to the age champions listed below. More information about the 2021 South Western Swimming Carnival will be provided to families in the next few weeks. Thank you also to all the teachers who helped to
run the carnival, the Telopea Park School students who did an excellent job of time-keeping and marshalling, and
our House Captains (listed below) for leading their houses with enthusiasm! Please see the page below for photos
and reflections from the House Captains.

HOUSE CAPTAINS
Phillip – Abigail Y, Ben V, Mia, Massimo
Cook – Zayn, Beni, Chloe K, Maddi
Dampier – Jamal, Aila, Jake, Sophie T
Flinders – Emerald, Audrey, Illia

Thank you for your continued support.

AGE CHAMPIONS
8 Years Boys: George
9 Years Boys: Nate
9 years Girls: Isla
10 Years Boys: Ben
10 Years Girls: Abi
11 Years Boys: Atticus
11 Years Girls: Annie
12 Years Boys: Campbell Q
12 Years Girls: Amelie

Candice Kingston
on behalf of the Executive Team
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SWIMMING CARNIVAL
That was a great carnival! We won! At the start of the carnival, we
were behind and then we started to take the lead. After that day all
of the members of Dampier were so happy, especially the house
captains. It was an experience we will never forget.
Jamal, Sophie, Jake & Aila—Dampier House Captains

The swimming carnival was a great first experience as house
captains. It was great hearing all the chants that we lead
while nearly achieving victory. A lot of our Phillip members
got ribbons. It was great to see all of Phillip working as a
team. After coming 2nd in the swimming carnival, we are
destined to come 1st next carnival! GO PHILLIP!
Abigail, Ben, Mia & Massimo—Phillip House Captains

The swimming carnival went well in terms of packing away and
being organised. It could have been better when we were telling
people what races were when, because sometimes we got a bit
confused. This is something we can work on in the future. It was
good that the teachers gave house captains timetables so we
could help younger kids get to their races on time. It was good
that other Year 6s helped chant and help out with the younger
kids because there were only two house captains at the event.
It was great that lots of people participated in as many races
as they could. GO COOK!
Chloe & Zayn—two of the Cook House Captains

The swimming carnival was great in our opinion.
Flinders cheered really loudly and listened to their house
captains. Audrey and I had a whole lot of fun, handing out
red frogs and eating a few ourselves! We encouraged
everybody in Flinders to try, and cheered on our house.
We really appreciated the enthusiasm Flinders had when
cheering. Even though we lacked in numbers, we made up
for it in spirit. We came last in the end but tried our best
and had a go. GO FLINDERS!
Emerald & Audrey—two of the Flinders House Captains
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LITERACY

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

STUDENT WORK
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STUDENT WORK

artwork by Dominic (3KD)
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COMMUNITY NOTICES
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CONTACTS

Front Office:

6142 1470

Enrolments:

6142 1476

Deakin Preschool:

6142 2853

Email address:

forrestps@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.forrestps.act.edu.au

Principal:

Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au

Deputy Principals:

Hayley Singh, hayley.munsie@ed.act.edu.au
Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au

Business Manager:
Finance Officer:

Sonya Campbell, sonya.campbell@ed.act.edu.au
Ann Hayres, ann.hayres@ed.act.edu.au

Board Chair:

Simone Alabaster, simmic@tpg.com.au

P&C President:

Jarrod Fitzgerald, president@forrestpandc.com.au

P&C Website:

www.forrestpandc.com.au

Forrest Out Of
School Hours Care:

6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au

Uniform Shop:

uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au

Canteen:

canteen@forrestpandc.com.au
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