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Mission Statement 

Forrest Primary School helps all of our students reach their full potential in a safe, 
loving, inspiring and challenging learning environment. 

We strive to develop confident, compassionate, responsible children who are lifelong 
learners and can make the world a better place. 

Our community is culturally diverse and we value and celebrate the perspectives, 
knowledge, skills and abilities all bring to our school. 
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EXECUTIVE ADDRESS 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members, 

 

Class Placements 2022 

Over the next few weeks teachers will carefully form classes to meet the educational needs 

of all students. A great deal of thought, planning and time goes into placing children into 

classes each year. When placing students in classes, the school will consider a range of  

information in order to cater for educationally and socially balanced classes. Classes will  

be formed to best meet the needs of the students. Factors influencing class structure are: 

• The educational needs of the students 

• The projected number of students in each year level 

• The projected enrolments during the year based on past trends 

• Resources and facilities 

Factors which are considered in the placement of students include: 

• Learning needs 

• Relationships 

• Learning and social networks 

• Social and emotional needs 

• Family situations, e.g. twins, siblings 

The leadership team and teaching staff will decide on the placement of individual students.  

Thank you to all the parents who have communicated with Chris Pilgrim (Principal), Renee 

Berry (Deputy Principal) or Jemma O’Brien (Deputy Principal) about your child’s class place-

ment for 2022. Your requests have been processed and we will contact you if your request 

cannot be met.  

 

Time Capsule 

Last December we had the honour of digging up the 1992 Forrest Primary School time  

capsule. To honour this tradition, in Week 11 we will be burying a 2021 time capsule which 

will be opened in 2046! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Thursday 2 December 

Colour Explosion  

 

Tuesday 14 December 

Year 6 Graduation  

Assembly 

 

Wednesday 15 December 

Shivoo video available on 

Seesaw 

 

Thursday 16 December 

Year 6 Graduation Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES TO RETURN 

 

Thursday 25 November 

Colour Explosion  

 

Thursday 2 December 

Year 6 Graduation Dinner 
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Leading the charge with great ideas of what to put in the capsule is Year 4 student, Liberty. Liberty is working with 

the other Year 4 students to create a snapshot of Forrest Primary School using a range of images to portray our 

current time. During class time over the coming weeks, all students will have an opportunity to contribute to the 

time capsule. These contributions may include letters, artwork, videos or items of pop culture. 

 

Remembrance Day 

As we weren’t able to host a whole school assembly for Remembrance Day, the Year 6  

Forrest Squad students, Ms McMullen and Mrs Kowalski prepared a Remembrance Day 

service which was read over the school loudspeaker. Teachers were provided with a  

PowerPoint presentation to view whilst listening to the service. Special thanks to Kobi who 

led the school Acknowledgement of Country, and Ella and Sarah who played the Last Post 

on their trumpets. 

 

We honour our current serving Defence Force, AFP and United Nations peacekeeper  

parents and carers, and thank you for your service. We also thank your families who  

support you from home.  

 

Classes were encouraged to participate in a follow-up activity such as visiting the Rotary Peace Pole in our beauti-

ful Indigenous Garden, Winanggaay, listening to a children’s story about the importance of Remembrance Day, 

visiting our foyer display, or creating poppy art as a symbol of remembrance. 

 

National Recycling Week 

Well done Forrest Primary School students and staff on the way you enthusiastically embrace recycling, reusing, 

upcycling and composting to reduce our school landfill waste. We thank our parents and carers for encouraging 

this sustainable and environmentally friendly way of life at home too.  

 

This year we are celebrating the fact that National Recycling Week has been around for 25 years, established by 

Planet Ark in 1996. We encourage you to value your resources, use reusable items where possible, make the most 

of second-hand items, and recycle what you can.* Reducing our waste keeps valuable materials out of landfill, and 

benefits the environment by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and our need for new materials. Reducing and 

reusing can also save you money at home and in the workplace! 

https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek/about  

 

*Not sure what you can and can’t recycle at home?  

Visit https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/recyclopaedia/home   

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Renee Berry  

on behalf of the Executive Team 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

Lost property is now in the three pull-out bins located at the 

outside entrance of the junior end of the school.   

Parents / carers and students are welcome to have  

a look before or after school.  

 

Please remember to clearly name all belongings!  

JUST A REMINDER… 

If your child is unwell,  

please keep them at home! 

https://recyclingnearyou.com.au/nationalrecyclingweek/about
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LIBRARY 
 

Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge  
 
Congratulations Forrest Primary School students from 
Preschool to Year 4 on your 100% participation rate in 
the 2021 Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge (CMRC).  
It was pleasing to see an increase in participation from 
our Year 5 and 6 students too, for whom the Reading 
Challenge is voluntary. 
 
The ACT Chief Minister, Andrew Barr, MLA, and Educa-
tion Directorate CMRC organisers send their thanks to 
students, staff and families for supporting the Reading 
Challenge and encouraging a lifelong love of reading at 
home, in the classroom and school library. 
 
Although the Awards Ceremony is cancelled again this year, the student certificates 
will be handed out by class teachers later in the term. Many thanks to Paperchain 
Bookstore in Manuka for their sponsorship of this annual event and providing our 
school with a $200 book voucher for the Library. 

Library books and resources 
 

As you may be aware, due to the school COVID-safe 
guidelines, students, parents and carers are unable to 

borrow books to take home at this time. However, Year 
3—6 class teachers are able to have a selection of library 

books in their classroom for recreational reading and 
Reader’s Workshop. Students in Preschool—Year 2  

still have a Library story time each week and  
are able to borrow books for class use. 

 
Remember your children in Years 1—6 also have access 
to ebooks and audiobooks via the Oliver School Library 

Catalogue using the Sora App. You can also access a  
variety of books and magazines from ACT  

Libraries using a free membership. 
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
 

COMMUNITIES @ WORK CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
 

Lara, Remy and Kiran from 5D, together with Ms McMullen and Ms Durnin,  

are taking action to support disadvantaged children in our Canberra community 

by inviting students, staff, parents and carers to participate in  

the annual Communities @ Work Christmas Appeal. 

 

You can donate a new toys, books, stationery items, toiletries or a gift voucher 

suitable for ages 5-12, or non-perishable food, drink or snack items  

suitable for a Christmas hamper. 

 

Donations are welcome from Monday 15 November—Monday 6 December, 

and can be dropped off at the junior drop-off / pick-up area,  

senior drop-off / pick-up area, or the foyer outside the senior hall. 
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
 

It’s also time to order your prizes!  

Every student who has raised $10 or more 

can choose a prize—either from their  

highest category, or by mixing and matching 

smaller prizes. 

 

Prizes can be ordered online or with your 

sponsorship booklet. If you get stuck,  

your sponsorship booklet contains  

everything you need to know. 

 

Congratulations to all our fundraisers! 

Are you available on Thursday 2 December?  

We’re looking for volunteers to help with our 

Colour Explosion School Fun Run!  

 

If you can help out, please express your  

interest via the Google Form  

(link included in the email). 

 

We appreciate you helping us make our  

Colour Explosion School Fun Run  

the brightest day at school!  
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

For more information or to register 

your interest, please email 

jlalliard@tennis.com.au 

mailto:jlalliard@tennis.com.au
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

The ACT Women’s Return to Work (RTW) Grants Program supports women who have been 
out of the workforce for an extended period to find a pathway to employment. Successful ap-
plicants can access a $1,000 grant which can be used for a range of activities and resources 
including education and training fees; educational expenses like textbooks computers/
software and transport to courses/study; and work-related expenses like clothing, uniforms 
and equipment, and childcare. 
 
To find out more and apply online, visit 
https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/women/return-to-work-grants-program  
 
 
 
Free Workshops for Women Returning to Work 
 
Are you a mature-aged woman seeking employment? 
The ‘Women 50+ - Reclaiming your Mojo’ workshop is for older women, with a focus on sup-
porting women to recognise, and have confidence in, re-marketing their skills and recognis-
ing their transferable skills. The workshops will run once a week over four weeks, and will in-
clude a post workshop catch-up and one-on-one mentoring sessions as a follow-up to the 
workshops. Starting February 2022.  
 
Have you thought about starting your own business but don’t know where to start? 
The ‘Exploring Pathways and Relationships to Self-Employment’ workshops, will cover 
the knowledge and steps required to register and maintain a small business, as well as devel-
op relationship and networking skills. These workshops will run once a week for three weeks. 
Starting early 2022. 
 
To register for the workshops or if you have a question about the Return to Work Program, 
contact us on 6205 2885 or at RTW@act.gov.au 
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Front Office:   6142 1470 

 

Enrolments:    6142 1476 

 

Deakin Preschool:   6142 2853  

 

Email address:    forrestps@ed.act.edu.au                   

 

Website:     www.forrestps.act.edu.au 

 

Principal:        Chris Pilgrim, christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au   

 

Deputy Principals:   Renee Berry, renee.berry@ed.act.edu.au             

     Jemma O’Brien, jemma.o’brien@ed.act.edu.au                    

 

Business Manager:             Sonya Campbell, sonya.campbell@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

Board Chair:    Cameron Bowles, fpsboardchair@gmail.com 

 

P&C President:   president@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

P&C Website:   www.forrestpandc.com.au  

 

Forrest Out Of   6295 8985, info@fooshc.org.au   

School Hours Care:  

 

Uniform Shop:   uniforms@forrestpandc.com.au 

 

Canteen:    canteen@forrestpandc.com.au 

CONTACTS 
 

CONTACTS 
 

http://www.forrestps.act.edu.au
file://///evsstfg.actedu.net.au/staff/stfG/FORP/Admin/Admin%202017/Newsletter/Term%202/christine.pilgrim@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:president@forrestpandc.com.au
http://www.forrestpandc.com.au

